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PREFACE 

    To label a product with the Canada Organic logo, producers are required, by law, to follow the Canadian 

Organic Standards. These apply whether you are growing vegetables, raising laying hens or processing 

convenience food. The standards, however, can be challenging to read, but it is critical that producers 

understand these documents. That’s where COG’s Guide to the Canadian Organic Standards comes in. Our goal 

is to help readers understand the standards. We explain what the standards mean and the reasoning behind 

them. Sometimes, we provide background information; other times, we give examples that are relevant to 

producers and help operators applying the standards.  

    Throughout the guide, we provide excerpts from the Canadian Organic Standards opposite our 

interpretation and guidance. Note that to understand the standards fully, readers should consult the entire 

standards. The most current editions can be found on the CGSB website at www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/ongc-

cgsb/index-eng.html.  

    The 2020 Canadian Organic Standards come into force in December 2020, however current farmers, 

processors and other operators have a grace period of one year to adapt their practices to meet the new 

standard.  

    The guide reflects the interpretation of the standards by the Organic Standards Interpretation Committee 

(SIC), which is overseen by the Organic Federation of Canada in partnership with the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency. A link is provided in the footer of each page so readers can learn more about the Canadian 

Organic Standards by reading Q&As. The questions are submitted by the public and the SIC’s answers are 
binding. 

    We hope COG’s Guide to the Canadian Organic Standards will help Canadians understand the standards. Our 

goal is to help enable farmers, ranchers, processors and other producers to adapt their practices so their 

products can be certified as organic to the national standard. For consumers, the guide can explain how 

organic products differ from non-organic, and thereby highlight the value of choosing organic products. 

   For more information, contact Canadian Organic Growers at cog.ca. 

Janet Wallace 

Editor  
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